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Spring 2019 

Children’s Vegetable Garden Program 

April 13, 2019 

 

Agenda 7 

Instructors 
Please go over together with all the children. 

 

Friendly Reminders for Children, Parents and Volunteers: 
 We still have a few children showing up late, leaving early and not signing in and out? 

 Today’s Junior Master Gardener activity will be conducted by Master Gardener, Ms. Carol 

White on “Water, A Natural Resource”.  

 We will be decorating our tomato cages this morning with colorful streamers for Easter and 

Fiesta!!! 

 Keep bringing appropriate material to feed our compost pile and place it in the designated 

area indicated by the red pylon cone. 

 Help keep your plot, section walkways and the entire garden free of weeds, trash, rocks, 

etc.  Many of the sections have weeds popping up here and there on the outskirts, 

underneath work tables, etc. 
 Handle your plants and seeds carefully when planting and removing bad leaves or insects. 

 Flag any fire ant activity throughout the garden and your Section Leaders will treat them at 

the end of today’s session.  Please remove the flags after the mounds have been treated. 

 Section Leaders and Volunteers completely walk your section and all the plots to make 

sure that everything has been put up like yard sticks, water cans, water wands, loose 

bamboo stakes, hand trowels, etc. before you leave today. 

 Take out all bamboo stakes that are not serving a purpose in your plot.  I.E. markers, etc. 

 Move all plant tags to the very front of your plot as not to hide them when your plant has 

grown too large. 

 

How Do Your Plants Look? 

 Check off the box upon completion 

 

This is the last week to replace any plants.  Get 

with Mr. John, if we need to use another type of 

plant as a replacement. 
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□ ‘Green Magic’ Broccoli: 

Make sure your plants are nice and straight as there are some plants that need to be “dirted-up”  

and “firmed-in” on their main stem after Sunday mornings 3.25 inches of rainfall. 

Check the backside of your plants’ leaves and destroy any caterpillars eating on them. 

Hand water your plant in real good, but do not get the foliage wet. 

Gently and slowly drench all your plants’ leaves with Spinosad.  This is an expensive product, so 

let’s use it wisely. 

□ ‘HM 8849’ and ‘Ruby Crush’ Tomatoes: 

Carefully unwrap, fold, and properly store away your wraps with all there clips for easy access 

next season. 

Cut off any stems/leaves that might be touching the soil. 

 

Decorate your tomato cages in a nice orderly manner as the example plot. 

Each tomato cage should have four streamers of three.  

This will really make the garden look real nice for Easter and Fiesta. 

 

Apply one cup of Medina Organic fertilizer on the outskirts of each of the two tomato cages and 

lightly scratch it in. 

Water your plant in real good, but do not get the foliage wet. 

Fertilize each plant with a half-gallon of liquid Hasta Gro fertilizer. 

Gently drench all your plants’ leaves with Spinosad.  This is an expensive product, so let’s use it 

wisely. 

□ ‘Carpet Mix’ Petunias:  

Water your plant in real good and slowly, but do not get the foliage wet. 

Fertilize each plant with a quarter-gallon of liquid Hasta Gro fertilizer. 

□ ‘Tempest’ Yellow Squash and ‘Tigress’ Zucchini Squash:  

All these plants should be up by today? 

Last day to reseed with the appropriate number of seeds assigned to your plot.   

Some plots have way too many seeds coming up? 

Reseed if a plant looks bad are not healthy looking. 

Turn in all remaining seeds to Ms. Mary. 

□ ‘Provider Snap Bean’ Bush: 

All these plants should be up by today? 

Last day to reseed with the appropriate number of seeds assigned to your plot. 

Reseed if a plant looks bad or not healthy looking. 

Plant them at the right depth and do not let them be exposed after watering. 

Turn in all remaining seeds to Ms. Mary. 

□ ‘Sweet Slice’ Cucumber: 

Make sure that your plant is properly trained with a support stake to its trellis. 

Some plots still are struggling with this? 
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□ ‘Ichiban’ Oriental Eggplant, ‘Grande’ Jalapeños and Tomatillos:   

Your plants should all be nice and straight. 

“Dirt-up” and “Firm In” any plants that need it. 

Replace any plants that are broken or too damage, but plant them correctly as many where 

broken during this last storm. 

 

There are two sizes of “silver tomato” cages behind the brown fenced area. 

Use the smaller of the two cages on your eggplant and pepper plants. 

The larger one should be used on your tomatillo plants.  If any of the larger cages are left after 

the tomatillos, they can be used on the other plants. 

Take caution on staking these into the ground without damaging your plants; some bending/re-

straitening of the spiked ends may be needed. 

Not sure if we have enough cages, but use everything we have and Mr. John will give me an 

update, if we run short. 

Gently and slowly drench your eggplant leaves with Spinosad.  This is an expensive 

product, so let’s use it wisely. 

 

 

Today’s Plantings! 
Your plot is divided into 4 mini-plots that measure 6’10”. 

 

Use Plot #14 (The Example Plot) as a guideline in which the Instructors/Volunteers  

meet every morning to plan the day and plant. 

- Remember to handle plants and seeds carefully at all times. 

- Use the irrigation on/off valve located at the front of your plot as a guideline.  

□ Handle plants with much care, particularly how they are taken out of their containers and 

placed in their planting hole.  We do not want to disturb or damage their root system. 

 

□ Banana Peppers: Mini Plot 2 

Go twelve inches away from the center of the outer tomato cage ring going toward Mini Plot 3.  

Then go twelve inches up and down from this measuring guideline to plant your two plants. 

Use bamboo stakes as markers.  Plant the transplants at the soil line of their containers and not 

any deeper. Do not remove the peat pot.  Gently firm the soil around the plant.  The plants 

should be nice and erect.  Lightly water the plants with the water can.  Their peat pots should 

not be visible after watering them. 

Fertilize your plants with a quarter-gallon of liquid Hasta Gro fertilizer. 

Don’t forget your plant tag. 
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Special Project Assignments 

All of the Section/Team through the Guidance of their Gardening Leaders should come together 

as one to get these assignments accomplished before leaving this morning. 

 

Section 1 (Plots 1 -6): Water and weed inside and outside all of the beds between the large 

mesquite tree and fig tree. Pull a few of the Louisiana shallots to share with folks in the garden.  

 

Section 2 (Plots 7 -13): Water the beds down the middle of the garden and the beds near the 

Sunday House. Plant the bed that has pepper seedlings coming up that is between the 

Anise Hyssop and Mexican Mint Marigold beds with three rows of the new Texas 

Superstar Plant Release, “New Look Red” Celosia. Dig pepper seedlings and give them 

away, if folks want any. 

https://today.agrilife.org/2019/04/04/new-look-celosia-latest-texas-superstar-release/ 

Really fluff up the bed and work in some organic fertilizer as well.  Space plants about 8 

inches apart between rows. 

 

Section 3 (Plots 14-20): Do the required chores needed for the example plot (plot #14), 

including weeding, watering, reseeding, replacing plants, fertilizing, etc. 

 

Section 4 (Plots 21-27): Water the Mystic spire salvias outside the garden real good.  

 

Section 5 (Plots 28-33): Water and weed around the color beds (former spinach area) real good. 

“Dirt-up” and “Firm-In” any of the plants that exposing any roots. 

 

Section 6 (Plots 34 -39): Weed in and around the blackberry beds (including digging out any 

tree saplings) and underneath the green shade cloth area with benches. Water the beds real good 

after completing this task.  

Section 8 (Plots 45 -51): First thing in the morning, turn on the irrigation on S1 – S10 beds as 

well as the two beds across your Section with bluebonnets and poppies (make sure it’s turned off 

before leaving the garden). Pull any weeds underneath your work benches. 

 

Section 9 (Plots 52-58): Pull weeds from the outside and inside of the white picket fence and 

brown fence as well as the irrigation valve near the hops bed. 

 
Water Management 

Do not rely on the Irrigation System to water your newly planted transplants 

□ Be very observant of drainage in your plot and section.  A grubbing hole or a rod may be 

needed if water is not draining well in or outside your plot.  Walkways may need some trenching 

to move the water out of your plot or section. 

□ Become familiar with the irrigation system.  Make sure your irrigation lines are not 

clogged; it’s very hard to water a plant with no water.  Instructor:  show the children how to 

unclog them with a paperclip.  Without getting anyone wet, water your planting area with low 

pressure for about 10-15 minutes.   

https://today.agrilife.org/2019/04/04/new-look-celosia-latest-texas-superstar-release/
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□ Do not flood plots on walk-ways.  If the plots start flooding, let them drain a little, then 

proceed in watering again.  Dig little trenches with a grubbing hoe to move any excess water out 

from your plots and Sections. 

 
 

Before you leave:  
Please, don’t return any dirty tools or water cans to the tool shed.  It’s 

everyone’s responsibility to keep that area swept and clean. 
 Are you completely finished?  Has your instructor or mentor walked your 

plot and section?   

 Is your plot free of weeds, trash and rocks? 

 Are all your plants watered? 

 Are your tools clean and stored neatly in the tool shed? 

 Don’t forget to sign out? 

 

□ Homework Assignment:  What are cucumber beetles and what damage can they do to your 

plants. 

 
 

David Rodriguez, 
Bexar County Extension Agent – Horticulture 

dhrodriguez@ag.tamu.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Happy Gardening! 


